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Long-Term Recovery

We are now moving from the disaster
response phase into long-term
recovery. Currently, the most
significant need is in housing. More
than 90% of the buildings in the
area where Sous Savanne is located
were destroyed in the earthquake.
Some people are still living in disaster
relief tents or shacks made of tarps,
metal, and pieces of wood. Haiti's
heavy rains and hot weather make
these living conditions extremely
difficult and potentially unhealthy.

“Our focus right now is to address the
issue of shelter, rebuilding, and
community development,” HFI
President/CEO Jack Minton said. “So
much need is there, it's hard to take it
in. | don’t think we're designed to
absorb that type of destruction — and
not just on the material side of things.
When you see lives that are
devastated as a result of something
like this, it’s tragic.”
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Houses of Hope

To meet the dire housing need, HFl is initiating the Houses of Hope Project,
which will provide functional homes for 15 families in Sous Savanne. These
one-room, Creole-style homes will be:

-Professionally designed, assuring many years of usage
- Earthquake- and hurricane-resistant
« 200 square feet inside plus 55 square feet on the porch

Each home will have:

» Wooden walls and a metal roof

- Frame made of light-weight materials to increase safety

« A covered porch and dry storage area

« Two doors and windows

« A four-foot exterior block wall and a concrete foundation for durability
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Building Dreams

The 15 families receiving these
homes through Houses of Hope wiill
be chosen from within the Child
Sponsorship Program based on their
economic vulnerability, current
housing situation, and family
composition. They will be required to
participate in the construction
process and provide basic materials
such as sand and water. Asking
beneficiaries to earn “sweat equity” in
their new homes encourages a sense
of pride and ownership rather than
dependency.

Each home is constructed from a
prefabricated kit that comes with
everything from wooden siding to
nails. They will be assembled by local
laborers with the help of Hope Force
Reservists and the beneficiaries
themselves. Including transportation,
labor, and materials, the units will
cost $5,000 each.
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Support Houses of Hope

Building these functional homes is the next vital step in accomplishing our
long-term response goal of creating sustainable development, rebuilding,
and recovery for the people of Sous Savanne. Please consider supporting
Houses of Hope to provide shelter for 15 families who are in dire need of

adequate housing.
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Budget

Item Cost
Maxima prefabricated unit $2,970
Labor for erecting unit $250
Transportation of unit S75
Materials/labor for exterior masonry $845
Operational expenses $860
Total cost per unit




